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NOVEMBER 2017  

CIT Y SCREWS DTES AGAIN, CHINATOWN FIGHTS BEEDIE’S 
LUXURY CONDO AT 105 KEEFER, & A FORMER HOGAN’S 

ALLEY RESIDENT SHARES HIS STORY



LEO YU: MY ANCESTORS DID NOT ENVISION A 
LEGACY OF DISPLACEMENT IN CHINATOWN

On October 30, Chinatown Concern Group, Chinatown Action Group, Chinatown community members, 
and supporters went to the City of Vancouver’s Development Permit Board Meeting for 105 Keefer to 
urge the city to reject Beedie Living’s development application to build 9-storeys of luxury condos in the 
heart of Chinatown.

The Development Permit Board finished hearing all the speakers that signed up but did not make a 
decision yet. The motion to defer was passed and the decision will be made next Monday (Nov. 6th). 

Read community member, Leo Yu’s speech to Development Permit Board below. . 

Chinatown Concern Group, Chinatown Action Group, Chinatown residents, and supporters stand 
in front of Vancouver City Hall before the Development Permint Board Meeting for 105 Keefer, Oct. 
30, 2017

My name is Leo Yu. I was born in Vancouver, and 
I am the fourth generation in my family to live 
and work here. I’m here to let you know that the 
proposed 105 Keefer development is culturally 
inappropriate, insensitive and disrespectful 
for residents and stewards of tong4 yan4 gaii1 
(Chinatown), and it will be seen as a major setback 
in reconciliation efforts with Chinese-Canadian 
families like mine.

As the affordability crisis in Vancouver continues 

to escalate, your decision will also have an 
impact on the cultural assets and food security 
of Chinatown, and will set a precedence for other 
neighbourhoods in Vancouver that are also at risk.
Allow me to explain Chinatown’s legacy as I see 
it, and what constitutes the heart of our culture in 
this community.

My taai3 gung1 (great-grandpa) immigrated 
to Vancouver as a “paper son”. He worked hard 
in Chinatown, saved everything he could, and 



eventually bought the Hazelwood Hotel on 
Hastings and Gore. With great difficulty he slowly 
brought over his immediate family, including his 
beloved daughter, my po4 po2 (grandmother), 
despite racist immigration laws. I’m thinking of 
both their legacies as I speak to you today.

HEART OF OUR CULTURE
My ancestors lived and worked in Chinatown 
because they were marginalized and racialized. 
At the heart of this community was the desire to 
take care of our elders, each other and the needy. 
This community is where our culture thrived, and 
continues to thrive.

This is the cultural and historical context that we’re 
in, which is why so many of us strongly oppose 
this development. It is completely disrespectful 
to our families and our culture to build market 
condos in Chinatown that Chinese seniors and 
low-income people can not afford to live in. It is 
harmful to open retail stores in Chinatown that do 
not meet the needs of Chinese seniors and low-
income people. Just try to imagine how insulting 
it is for descendants like me to see this happening 
over and over again. We have to stop this greedy 
behaviour. No means no!

A PEOPLE’S VISION
I’m 36 years old. I’ve seen a staggering loss of 
Chinese cultural assets and food security in 
Chinatown over my lifetime, which was recently  
documented in a report by the Hua Foundation, of 
which I am a Board member.  

Yet Chinatown’s community members have a 
successful record of resistance. You need to listen 
carefully: We will not allow this disrespect to 
continue. A critical question to ask the community 
is whether this proposed development is 
culturally-appropriate. The answer from 
descendants like me is no.

The way to honour our ancestors and respect our 
culture is to build social housing and public spaces 
in Chinatown so that Chinese seniors and low-
income people have comfortable homes to live 
in, culturally-appropriate shops to buy from, and 
sufficient space to be in community together.

Try to imagine what Chinatown could look like if 
we used the 105 Keefer site and others to build 

more social housing for low-income Chinese 
seniors instead of expensive condos. 

Their children and grandchildren would visit them 
regularly. They would proudly introduce their 
shun1 (grandchildren) to friends and neighbours. 
They would walk down the street to buy groceries, 
pastries and meats, or yum2 caa4 (dine out). They 
would take their shun1 to the Dr. Sun Yat-Sen 
Gardens, or to learn about art and history at the 
Chinese Cultural Centre
.
You see, it’s not hard for me to imagine this — it’s 
part of my family history, my culture, my ongoing 
experience. The for-profit market will not save 
Chinatown — it takes A People’s Vision, a collective 
effort and courageous leadership. It is entirely 
possible and reasonable. So it is with hope that I 
speak with you today. 

The 105 Keefer development is culturally 
inappropriate, insensitive and disrespectful for 
tong4 yan4 gaii1 and will absolutely harm the 
social fabric of this community. Approving this 
project will be taken as a setback in reconciliation 
efforts with Chinese-Canadian families like mine 
who experienced racism and discrimination in 
Vancouver. 

Reconciliation requires mutual respect from 
both parties. It’s time for the City of Vancouver to 
put the demands of Chinatown’s residents and 
stewards ahead of developers.

Do1 Ze6. Thank you.

Le
o

 Y
u

 s
p

ea
ki

n
g

 a
t 

th
e 

m
ee

ti
n

g
, O

ct
. 3

0
.



SCREW BY THE CIT Y
DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE  RESIDENTS  PROTEST  A  TRIPLE

On August 2, 2016, Mayor Gregor Robertson signed 
an agreement with Downtown Eastside residents 
for 100% welfare and pension rate, community-
controlled social housing at 58 W Hastings. Since 
then, the city has reneged on its promise to the 
community. In response, DTES residents and the 
Our Homes Can’t Wait coalition held an action on 
October 25 to protest what they call a triple screw:

FIRST SCREW
It is now the end of October 2017 and the city 
and Chinatown Foundation are planning an 
open house for their proposal for the site which 
does NOT include 100% welfare/pension rate, 
community-controlled social housing. According 
to a memo from city staff, the current plan is for 
only one/third of the housing to be affordable 
to people on welfare and disability, plus, the 
bottom 3 floors, which could be used to house 
homeless DTES residents, will be used for a health 
facility for Vancouver Coastal Health and stores. 
1200 homeless DTES residents desperately need 
housing yet, the city is using a site that could 

potentially house 300 people to house only about 
80 low-income people.

SECOND SCREW
The city set the date for the open house on their 
proposal on welfare cheque day when the low-
income people most impacted by the future 
development will be unable to come.
 

THIRD SCREW
When Our Homes Can’t Wait pointed out that 
the open house was on cheque day, the city 
scheduled another open house for Oct. 30 at 4 pm 
on the same day as the 105 Keefer Development 
Permit Board Meeting, excluding the many 
community members who have been organizing 
to attend the 105 Keefer meeting.

Our Homes Can’t wait marched from 58 West 
Hastings to the city’s open house event at the 
Woodwards Atrium where they took over the 
event. See photographs from the take over on the 
following page. 

Our Homes Can’t Wait marches from 58 West Hastings to the City of Vancouver’s open house 
event to protest what they’re calling a triple screw, October 25.



DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE  RESIDENTS  PROTEST  A  TRIPLE

Vandu ogranizer, Dave holds a sign reading, “Mayor Gregor, you speak with a forked tongue . City 
breaks its’ promises to DTES residents again and again!”

“We feel like even if the city can’t get the funding 
that they’d like to get from senior levels of 
government, what they need to do is just spend 
the money that they have, deal with the crisis 
now and push the issue with the province.” - 
Organizer, Aiyanas Ormond

Our Homes Can’t Wait organizers and 
DTES community members stood in front 
of the city’s development displays holding 
photographs of the 58 West Hastings 
community movement and protest signs.

“We deserve housing and we deserve a place 
to live.” - Our Homes Can’t Wait organizer, Flora 
Munroe



Saturday, October 28,  Unceded Coast Salish Territories–  
On a beautiful sunny morning, approximately 
sixty people gathered at the SW corner of Main 
and Union block to listen to a unique story that 
most people don’t get to hear. The event was 
organized by the Carnegie Community Action 
Project and Hogan’s Alley Society to celebrate 
the Heart of the City Festival and showcase the 
rich history of Vancouver’s Black community. 
The man holding the mic was Randy Clark, a 
former resident of Hogan’s Alley, telling the 
story of the only Black community Vancouver 
has ever had. The Hogan’s Alley community 
thrived between 1910 to 1972.
 

Hogan’s Alley was destroyed by the City of 
Vancouver’s urban renewal policy, part of a 
North America-wide racist policy of the times 
that deliberately targeted inner city Black 
neighborhoods and Chinatowns; in Vancouver, 
it was both. As early as 1930 the city began 
to view the neighborhood as something that 
should be erased. Using redline, home owners 
were refused bank loans to upgrade their 
homes. The City routinely failed to provide 
regular garbage pick-up. “When a house 
became available for sale,” Randy told us “the 
city bought it and let it deteriorate. They would 
not cut the grass. In the end, it became the 
block’s dumpsite.”
 

A CONVERSATION WITH RANDY 
CLARK ON HOGAN’S ALLEY 

 Randy Clark shares his story as a former resident of Hogan’s Alley, October 28.
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After months of intentional neglect, the area 
began to deteriorate. The City then felt justified 
to use the construction of the Dunsmuir 
viaduct as an excuse to get rid of the people 
who lived there. By the time the City brought in 
its urban renewal to clean up the ‘blight,’ most 
residents had already left. 

“During the day,” Randy recalls, “Hogan’s Alley 
was a beautiful neighborhood. As children, 
we played in the alley and went to buy fries at 
Sarah’s Café. At night, it was a different story. 
I worked in the restaurant as a bus boy. My 
responsibilities were to peel the potatoes, do 
the dishes, and open the door when the booze 
was delivered.” Hogan’s Alley was a place where 
Vancouverites came to listen to jazz, eat good 
steak and chicken and relax. But it was also 
known as a Red-Light District. Bootlegging, 
prostitution and gambling were rampant.
 
Based on the church records, at its peak the 
Black population numbered about 800 people. 
Blacks were the largest population of this 
working-class neighbourhood that included 
Chinese, First Nations, Japanese and Mexicans. 
A lot of Black men worked for CP Rail as 
porters. It was a respectable job. During those 
days, few people would rent an apartment 
to Black people but Hogan’s Alley did. Those 
who lived in Hogan’s Alley came from places 
like San Francisco, Oklahoma and Salt Spring 
Island, like Randy’s father. Nora Hendrix, Jimi’s 
grandmother, was the impetus that started 
the African Methodist Episcopalian Church to 
keep the congregation together. Jimi, who was 
9 at the time attended Grade 1 at Sir William 
Dawson Annex in Vancouver’s West End. 
 
Since October 2016 several people in the 
greater Metro Vancouver area have come 
together to restore the legacy of Hogan’s 
Alley. The Hogan’s Alley Society is in the 
process of setting up a legal entity that will 
use a Community Land Trust as a tool to foster 
sustainable development on the “East Block,” 
where Hogan’s Alley used to be. The history of 
Hogan’s Alley is rooted in justice, and people 
who hear about it are interested in learning 
more. When we posted the event on Face 
Book we had more than 22,000 Likes. We are 

encouraged by this interest in learning more 
about the history of the Black community in 
Vancouver.
 
Our vision is that the Hogan’s Alley Community 
Land Trust become a community-led non-
profit organization, which will create a 
renaissance movement for social, political, 
cultural and economic revival for Vancouver’s 
Black community. Through partnerships 
the Hogan’s Alley Land Trust will acquire 
and develop land and operate assets as a 
true community land trust.  It will create 
neighborhoods that are inclusive, healthy, and 
just, while preventing future displacement.
 
We envision a community that will bring 
together the elderly, babies and everything in 
between, to live together, have fun and prosper 
in solidarity. We look forward to the day when 
instead of stressing about how to fit cultural 
and history programing into the shortest 
month of the year call February Black History 
Month, we will have a cultural centre offering 
programs and activities 24/7. By building 
an integrated community that will include 
housing, retail business and a cultural centre 
with programing, we hope to reduce the 
isolation of our people, and restore the glory of 
Hogan’s Alley as a cultural hub in Vancouver.
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Thank you to Vancity for supporting CCAP’s work. Support for this project does not 
necessarily imply that funders endorse the findings or contents of this report.

0

CARNEGIE COMMUNITY ACTION PROJECT | 11:15 AM EVERY FRIDAY

The Carnegie Community Action Project (CCAP) is a project of the board of the Carnegie 
Community Centre Association. CCAP works mostly on housing, income, and land use issues 
in the Downtown Eastside (DTES) of Vancouver so that the area can remain a low income 
friendly community. CCAP works with english speaking and Chinese speaking DTES residents in 
speaking out on their own behalf for the changes they would like to see in their neighbourhood. 

Join us on Fridays 11:15 am for our weekly volunteer meetings! Downtown Eastside residents who 
want to work on getting better housing and incomes and stop gentrification are welcome to 
attend. Lunch is provided! 

CARNEGIE AFRICAN DESCENT GROUP | 11 AM EVERY 2ND TUESDAY

The Carnegie African Descent Group (CADG) is pleased to invite you to a bi-weekly lunch 
gathering at the Downtown Eastside Neighborhood House. Come, cook, talk and enjoy African 
dishes with us. The lunch will take place every Tuesdays, from 11:00 am till 1:30 pm. The group 
has the same mandate as CCAP, but with particular focus on issues that Black and African 
Descent community members experience. DTES community members who identify as 
Black and or as of African Descent are welcome to the lunch. For more information, contact: 
lmugabo75@gmail.com

Office: 2nd floor of the Carnegie, 
401 Main Street, Vancouver 
Phone: 604-665-2105 
Email: info@carnegieaction.org
Website: www.carnegieaction.org

CONTACT US:

唐人街關注組 | CHINATOWN CONCERN GROUP 

－大多數是唐人街華裔居民
－加麗基社區中心協會屬下的其中一组
－我們看到華埠現在變化很快。華埠越來越不像華埠，而在華埠的華人社群將被邊緣化。所以我們組織一起，
透過開會、討論及行動來保護唐人街
－我們關心華埠的未來可負擔性及想見
更多低收入房屋及長者屋在唐人街
關注組組員領袖每週會開小組會來討論我們的項目、華埠消息和建立我們對社區事件的分析。我們歡迎有意參
與關注組的人士來一齊參與這些小組會。詳情請聯絡我們。小組會主要用廣東話舉行，有時候會用普通話翻
譯。 chinatownconcerngroup@gmail.com | chinatownconcerngroup.wordpress.com
加麗基社區中心 – 401 緬街 『緬街圖書館』二樓，溫哥華 ，卑詩省， V6A 2T7 加拿大


