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N E W S L E T T E R

OCTOBER 2017  

W H E N  A N D  W H E R E  TO  VOT E  I N  T H E  VA N C O U V E R 
C I T Y  C O U N C I L  BY- E L E C T I O N



Advance voting is on two days: Oct 4th and Oct 10th, 
8am-8pm, at City Hall, 12th & Cambie.

General voting is on Oct 14th, 8am-8pm at any voting 
station. You do not have to vote at the station closest 
to your house - you can vote at any of the 50 voting 
station across the city. Complete list/map of voting 
stations: http://vancouver.ca/your-government/where-
to-vote.aspx

Vote by mail: if you have a physical barrier or you 
are absent from Vancouver on voting day, you can 
apply to vote by mail here: https://vancouver.ca/your-
government/vote-by-mail.aspx 

Election Office: 1st Floor, 450 W Broadway
Vancouver, BC V5Y 1R4

Who can vote
To vote in the City of Vancouver by-election, you must: 
• Be 18 years of age or older on general voting day 
• Be a Canadian citizen 
• Have lived in BC for at least 6 months immediately 

before voting day 
• Have lived in Vancouver for at least 30 days 

immediately before voting day (or have owned real 
property registered in your name in Vancouver for 
at least 30 days immediately before voting day)

• Not be disqualified by law from voting 

You must meet all the above qualifications to be eligible 
to vote. Permanent residents who have not yet become 
Canadian citizens are not permitted to vote

Registration Information
If you voted in the provincial election, you’re on the city 
voters list and can vote in the city election. You may 
also be on the list if you didn’t vote in the provincial 
election. Go to this link to find out if you’re registered:  
http://vancouver.ca/your-government/2017-by-
election.aspx

The City’s elections office will mail each registered 
household a “flyer with important information about 
voting, including locations of voting places and a list of 
candidates.”

If you’re not yet registered on the list, you can still get 
on the list on the day that you vote. 

Identification you will need
If you’re registering in person at a voting place, you 
need to provide two identifying documents to prove 
who you are and where you live, one of which must 
include your signature. Eg:

Library card Credit or Debit card
Driver’s License      Income tax assessment
BC Services card  Social Insurance card
Status card  Student card 

IN THE VANCOUVER CIT Y 
COUNCIL BY-ELECTION

WHEN AND WHERE  TO  VOTE  IN  THE



OCTOBER 2 IS WORLD HABITAT DAYWHEN AND WHERE  TO  VOTE  IN  THE

The United Nations has declared the first Monday of 
October of every year as World Habitat Day.

The theme for World Habitat Day 2 October 2017 is 
Housing Policies: Affordable Homes.

The purpose of World Habitat Day is to reflect on 
the state of our towns and cities, and on the basic 
right of all to adequate shelter. It is also intended to 
remind the world that we all have the power and the 
responsibility to shape the future of our cities and 
towns.

This World Habitat Day will focus on promoting all 
levels of government and all relevant stakeholders 
to reflect on how to implement concrete initiatives 
to ensure adequate and affordable housing in the 
context of the implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda at all levels, as well as the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

The Carnegie Community Action Project 
recommends all three levels of the government to 
take active measures to end homelessness in British 
Columbia. 

• Immediately build enough modular housing to 
house all homeless people, including couples and 
families. They will pay for themselves in 4 years. 

Do this before winter.
• Preserve and upgrade SROs until new social 

housing is built
• Implement a rent freeze and tie rent control to 

the unit, not the tenant
• Provide funds to build social housing at 58 W. 

Hastings at 100% welfare/pension rate
• Raise welfare.  City says we need $600 for 

shelter just to pay for maintenance in social 
housing

• Need a provincial definition of social housing that 
overrides city definition and doesn’t exclude low 
income people

• Fund tenant advocacy groups

Longer term: 
• Build 5000 units of good quality social housing 

that low income DTES residents can afford
• Build 10,000 units of social housing that low 

income people can afford, per year, across the 
province

• Change housing management models so 
housing is dignified and independent, not 
institutionalized and medicalized, and covered by 
the Residential Tenancy Act.

• Make RTA changes that support tenants, 
including ending fixed term leases

• Stop the privatization of BC Housing buildings

A banner reading, “Support the 10 Year Tent City. Homes not shelters. Homelessness is not a 
crime” at Sugar Mountain Tent City in Vancouver, BC. 



CHINATOWN COMMUNIT Y
BEEDIE  L IV ING CONTINUES  TO  BULLDOZE  OVER VOICES  OF

On September 5, the Chinatown Concern Group 
(CCG) and Chinatown Action Group (CAG) 
organized Chinatown residents and supporters to 
attend the open house for Beedie’s latest rezoning 
application for 105 Keefer. 

Despite CCGs and CAGs historic victory in 
June, when City Council yielded to community 
demands and rejected Beedie’s rezoning 
application, the developer has come back again 
with their fifth development application for this 
site. This time, Beedie wants to build 111 units of 
luxury condos, but ZERO units of social housing.
 
Beedie continues to stand in the way of 
what hundreds of community members and 
Chinatown residents want -- affordable social 

housing and public community space.  Beedie has 
shown that they only care about making the most 
profit possible, and they do not care about the 
low-income people of Chinatown who are being 
pushed out of the neighbourhood.
 
CCG and CAG continue to demand that this site 
only be dedicated toward 100% social housing 
at welfare-pension rates and public, accessible, 
community and cultural space.

Chinatown Concern Group
chinatownconcerngroup.wordpress.com

Chinatown Action Group 
chinatownaction.org

Organizers and supporters carried a banner reading, “Stop gentrification in Chinatown. No to 
Beedie’s luxury condos at 105 Keefer” at the open house, September 5 at the Chinese Cultural 
Centre.



BEEDIE  L IV ING CONTINUES  TO  BULLDOZE  OVER VOICES  OF

Chinatown Concern Group and Chinatown Concern Group organizers and supporters covered 
Beedie Living’s model of their luxury condo with a banner

Nathanel Lowe with Chinatown Concern Group 
and Chinatown Action Group led a chant, 
“Beedie, Beedie you can’t hide! We can see your 
greedy side!”

Mrs. Chang and Sid Chow Tan at the open 
house on September 5, 207 at the Chinese 
Cultural Centre. 

Chinatown Action Group and Chinatown 
Concern Group organizers packed the room. 



The proposed rezoning application for 728 to 
796 Main St at the southern edge corner of Main 
and Union St has generated a lot of controversy. 
The 15-storey massive condo tower is proposed 
to replace the Creekside Student Residence 
(Single Room Occupancy Hotel), an empty 
lot, and the legendary Brickhouse Bar and 
restaurant. Citizen groups who are fighting the 
spread of gentrification worry that if approved 
this new development will change the face of 
Chinatown in a significant way. It will result in 
the expansion of the loss of more affordable 
housing in the area. 

On Tuesday Sept 26th, Bonnis Property 
Development and the City of Vancouver hosted 
a second Open House, inviting the public to 
learn about the proposed development project. 
Members of Chinatown Concern Group and 
Hogan’s Alley Working Group attended the 

Open House because of the concern about the 
impact of gentrification and how it’s encroaching 
on their community. 

The hopes and aspirations of Chinatown 
neighborhood are clearly articulated in “People’s 
Vision for Chinatown: A community Strategy for 
Social and Economic Development”. Members 
of Chinatown Concern Group and Chinatown 
Action Group carried out a meticulous 
community research study interviewing 
residents and listening to what they wish to see 
in their community. 

Overwhelming, the majority of respondents 
worry about how community is becoming 
unlivable as the cost of housing soars. Their fear 
of losing affordable housing and commercial 
space to gentrification is real.

GENTRIFICATION IN CHINATOWN
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Proposed Bonnis Development Corporation multi-storey condo building at the southern edge of 
Chinatown.

P U S H I N G  B A C K  A G A I N S T
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These concerns are shared by some members 
of Hogan’s Alley Working Group who hope to 
see the return of the only Black community 
that Vancouver has ever had. What will be the 
impact of this neighborhood if massive condo 
towers continue to replace affordable rental 
and commercial place? More homeless, more 
tent cities, more deaths. Housing advocates are 
concerned about who will live there and what 
will happen to the legacy of this neighborhood. 
Will regular folks afford to rent a unit at $2,500 
a month, or buy these high-end market condo 
units? 

“A gift to the city”   

Community Amenity Contributions (CACs) 
are in-kind or cash contributions provided by 
property developers when City Council grants 
development rights through rezoning. They are 
not a gift. They are a requirement. In a January 
25th Georgia Straight article, Bonnis talks about 
how generous the corporation has extended 
a gift to the city: “This is a multi-million dollar 
gift, and we think it’s great to give back to the 
community in this way and basically, you know, 
show that we’re building the community, not 
tearing it down.” 

In reality, the 19 micro units are a replacement 
of the 22 social housing units the community is 
losing. In its 2005 Downtown Eastside Housing 
Plan, the City of Vancouver called for keeping 
the rate of market housing development to 

social housing development to 1:1. At the 
same time, the City’s motto was “revitalization 
without displacement.” Planners recognized 
that if the rate of change is too fast, and market 
housing dominates, low income people can 
be forced out of their neighborhood through 
gentrification. The community would like to 
see this rate of change respected and allow 
more low-income renters to remain in their 
community. 

Speaking to one of CCG members, I wanted 
to know what would make sense for the 
neighborhood. “Why are they proposing only 19 
units?”, Godfrey asked, “the community needs 
more affordable housing. We need at least two 
floors to house people who are displaced by 
gentrification.” 
  
Jimi Hendrix Shrine

Victor Fodero, the owner of Creekside was a 
happy camper. He sold the building to Bonnis 
and wants to preserve the memory of the late 
star whose grandmother used to live in Hogan’s 
Alley. Fodero wants to tap into the potential 
tourism attraction that will bring in revenues 
when he builds a Jimi Hendrix statute onsite. 
To most members of the Black community, it’s a 
good idea but the community needs more than 
a statue. They would much rather have housing 
units, a community centre or a vegetable 
garden.  

P U S H I N G  B A C K  A G A I N S T

“I oppose the rezoning proposal. The stated objective of this proposal is to construct a 
profit maximizing commercial commodity which is, in fact, not in the personal interest of 
the community, its long term residents, and businesses. Indeed, it simply further heightens 
the very socially-destructive and disruptive development of overt land and property 
speculation. In short, short-term pain for some developers and so called ‘investors’ does not 
equal long-term, sustained growth of this community in question.” - William A. Lim

VOICES FROM THE COMMUNITY 



Thank you to Vancity for supporting CCAP’s work. Support for this project does not 
necessarily imply that funders endorse the findings or contents of this report.

0

CARNEGIE COMMUNITY ACTION PROJECT | 11:15 AM EVERY FRIDAY

The Carnegie Community Action Project (CCAP) is a project of the board of the Carnegie 
Community Centre Association. CCAP works mostly on housing, income, and land use issues 
in the Downtown Eastside (DTES) of Vancouver so that the area can remain a low income 
friendly community. CCAP works with english speaking and Chinese speaking DTES residents in 
speaking out on their own behalf for the changes they would like to see in their neighbourhood. 

Join us on Fridays 11:15 am for our weekly volunteer meetings! Downtown Eastside residents who 
want to work on getting better housing and incomes and stop gentrification are welcome to 
attend. Lunch is provided! 

CARNEGIE AFRICAN DESCENT GROUP | 11 AM EVERY 2ND TUESDAY

The Carnegie African Descent Group (CADG) is pleased to invite you to a bi-weekly lunch 
gathering at the Downtown Eastside Neighborhood House. Come, cook, talk and enjoy African 
dishes with us. The lunch will take place every Tuesdays, from 11:00 am till 1:30 pm. The group 
has the same mandate as CCAP, but with particular focus on issues that Black and African 
Descent community members experience. DTES community members who identify as 
Black and or as of African Descent are welcome to the lunch. For more information, contact: 
lmugabo75@gmail.com

Office: 2nd floor of the Carnegie, 
401 Main Street, Vancouver 
Phone: 604-665-2105 
Email: info@carnegieaction.org
Website: www.carnegieaction.org

CONTACT US:

唐人街關注組 | CHINATOWN CONCERN GROUP 

－大多數是唐人街華裔居民
－加麗基社區中心協會屬下的其中一组
－我們看到華埠現在變化很快。華埠越來越不像華埠，而在華埠的華人社群將被邊緣化。所以我們組織一起，
透過開會、討論及行動來保護唐人街
－我們關心華埠的未來可負擔性及想見
更多低收入房屋及長者屋在唐人街
關注組組員領袖每週會開小組會來討論我們的項目、華埠消息和建立我們對社區事件的分析。我們歡迎有意參
與關注組的人士來一齊參與這些小組會。詳情請聯絡我們。小組會主要用廣東話舉行，有時候會用普通話翻
譯。 chinatownconcerngroup@gmail.com | chinatownconcerngroup.wordpress.com
加麗基社區中心 – 401 緬街 『緬街圖書館』二樓，溫哥華 ，卑詩省， V6A 2T7 加拿大


