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WHAT DOES THE BC BUDGET UPDATE MEAN
FOR HOUSING FOR LOW-INCOME PEOPLE?

On Sept. 11 the new BC government brought
down a budget update that says how they intend
to tax and spend money until next February when
there will probably be another budget. What did
the budget say about housing, homelessness and
renters rights?
HOUSING:
The budget says the government will invest
$208 Million over 4 years, or $52 million a year
on building “affordable” rental housing. They say
that this will provide 1700 new units, although
it appears that the province is only providing
$122,000 per unit. A single unit of social housing
built on city-owned land costs about $200,000 so
the province must be relying on other “partners”
like cities, or nonprofit groups to provide the
rest. Just for comparison, the Alliance Against
Displacement says we need 10,000 units of social
housing a year in BC, not 1700 over 4 years.
HOMELESSNESS:
The budget says it will provide $291 million over 2
years to build 2000 units of modular housing for

people who are homeless. The budget also says
the government will spend $173 million over three
years to staff these modular units.
For comparison, Vancouver has 2138 counted
homeless people as of last March. The city has
called for 600 units of modular housing per year
for 3 years. The province’s commitment is for
about 130 modular units in Vancouver per year
if Vancouver gets its share of modular housing
money based on Vancouver’s population (13%
of the population lives in BC.) So the provincial
commitment is way lower than what is actually
needed.
RENTER’S RIGHTS:
Vancouver renters experience a median rent
for a one bedroom apartment of over $2000 a
month. We desperately need rent control based
on the unit, not the tenant, so landlords can’t
raise rents between tenancies. There was nothing
in the budget about this. It only says that the
government will increase the amount of money it
spends on the Residential Tenancy Branch

LGBTQ2S+ HOUSING FACTS
Homophobia and transphobia often occurs at shelters and shelters not
necessarily equipped to deal with it
“I don’t feel safe in shelters. Counsellors and shelter staff are not trained. They also
don’t have proper stuff for trans women.”
Homelessness and housing issues faced by people identifying as LGBTQ2S+
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, two-spirit, plus) are not homogenous
•
Trans persons face unique circumstances related homelessness and insecure
housing – e.g., harder to pass when homeless, rejection and discrimination at
shelters, more likely to experience violence
•
Gay men, or men who are perceived as gay, face their own challenges related
to homophobia and violence.
•
Indigenous, Black and other Peoples of Colour (BIPoC) who belong to the
LGBTQ2S+ community and/or identify as Two- Spirit, are disproportionately
affected by discrimination, stigma and isolation.
Family conflict and fear of repercussions of coming out a major factor in youth
homelessness and LGBTQ2 youth are overrepresented among homeless youth
A lifetime of discrimination often leaves LGBT seniors financially worse off than
their straight counterparts, and more likely to face poverty later in life
We need housing that provides an accepting environment where seniors, as well
as other LGBTQ2S+ folk of all ages, do not have to hide their identities

Low-income and homeless LGBTQ2s+ folk face police violence and surveillance,
and BIPoC who identify as LGBTQ2S+ are often victims of racial profiling.
“Pride was started by trans women of colour who rioted because of the way cops
treated them. Little has changed and LGBT of colour, poor LGBT are still targets of
police violence.”

LGBTQ2S+ DTES COMMUNITY VISION
If you identify as a low-income LGBTQ2s+ resident of the Downtown Eastside, join us in a safe space
to discuss what changes you’d like to see in your neighbourhood!
Contact: Lenee Son, CCAP Organizer
lenee@carnegieaction.org | 604-665-2105
CCAP Office, 2/F 401 Main St, Carnegie Community Centre
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WITH NDP MINISTERS

Jack Gates and Tom DeGray from the SRO Collaborative guide a tour of the Regent with NDP
Ministers Selina Robinson and Shane Simpson, August 15.

On August, 15, the Our Homes Can’t Wait coalition
(OHCW) led NDP ministers on a gentrification tour
in the DTES. OHCW is group of organizations such
as Carnegie Community Action Project, Vancouver
Area Network of Drug Users, Downtown Eastside
Womens Centre, and Western Aboriginal Harm
Reduction Society, and more, fighting for social
housing and preserving SRO hotels in Vancouver’s
Downtown Eastside (DTES.) Shane Simpson, the
Minister for Social Development and Poverty
Reduction, and Selina Robinson, the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing attended the tour.
OHCW delivered the following demands to
Simpson and Robinson:
TO END HOMELESSNESS - IMMEDIATE NEEDS:
- Immediately build enough modular housing to
house all homeless people, including couples and
families. They will pay for themselves in 4 years. Do
this before winter.
- Preserve and upgrade SROs until new social
housing is built
- Implement a rent freeze and tie rent control to
the unit, not the tenant

- Provide funds to build social housing at 58 W.
Hastings at 100% welfare/pension rate
- Raise welfare. City says we need $600 for shelter
just to pay for maintenance in social housing
- Need a provincial definition of social housing
that overrides city definition and doesn’t exclude
low income people
- Fund tenant advocacy groups
LONGER TERM:
- Build 5000 units of good quality social housing
that low income DTES residents can afford.
- Build 10,000 units of social housing that low
income people can afford, per year, across the
province
- Change housing management models so
housing is dignified and independent, not
institutionalized and medicalized, and covered by
the Residential Tenancy Act (RTA.)
- Make RTA changes that support tenants,
including ending fixed term leases
- Stop the privatization of BC Housing buildings
See photographs from the tour on the following
page.

“What we need is housing. We need housing
now!” said Sugar Mountain Tent City residents
Cherise and Joyce.

Lama Mugabo of CCAP points out new 450 Gore
market development subsidized by the City of
Vancouver under their Rental 100 program to
Simpson and Robinson. Like other Rental 100
buildings, this building has no low income units.

Pinkie called for more housing for Indigenous
women and children. “When indigenous and
racialized women are killed, no one cares. It’s
all about the colour of your skin,” said Pinkie.

Our Homes Can’t Wait delivers demands for immediate and long term needs to end homelessness
in the Downtown Eastside to the Ministers at the Potluck Cafe, August 15.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Hogan’s Alley as it existed in 1958. (City of Vancouver Archives)

yam sauce. I said I will make Ugali, a type of
cornmeal dish we eat using our fingers.
Emma recently moved back to Vancouver, so
she was getting re-acquainted with the city. I
gave her a quick tour of the Carnegie Centre
and we walked to Sunrise Market. Sunrise is a
treasure in the community, the only affordable
market that has resisted against gentrification.
We picked up ingredients and headed to the
Neighborhood House. Peanut butter sauce is
used in many parts of Africa. Emma lived in the
Gambia and I worked in neighboring Senegal.
Ground nuts were a major source of protein
and can grow easily without much water. When
I prepare the sauce, I usually include spinach
and serve it with Ugali;

*Lesotho: an enclave, landlocked country surrounded by South Africa.

LAMA MUGABO

A week ago, I received a call from Emma
FitzGerald, an Irish Canadian artist born in
Lesotho* who was inquiring about Hogan’s
Alley. She came across my name through
internet search and was hoping to talk with
me about including Hogan’s Alley in a new
illustration book project she was writing. Emma
is the author of Hand Drawn Halifax: Portraits of
the city’s buildings, landmarks, neighborhoods
and residents (Formac, 2015). I invited Emma
to our weekly lunch at the Downtown East
Side Neighborhood House. A place where we
meet, cook and share a meal. This gathering
serves as a baraza, a platform to discuss issues
that people of African descent face in the
community. I asked Emma if she had a dish
she’d like to prepare. She said she would
make a Gambian dish with peanut butter and

century, it was a welcome neighborhood for
people of color in a time when Black renters
faced racist hostility elsewhere. It was a favorite
hang-out by great musicians whenever
they came to Vancouver. In 1923, the African
Methodist Episcopal Fountain Chapel was
founded as the anchor of the community.
The Pullman Porter Club operated there
from 1927-28, accommodating Black porters
during trans-Canada train trips between
Halifax to Vancouver. When people wanted
to eat soul food, listen to jazz or other types
of entertainment, legal and not-so-legal. They
came downtown to Hogan’s Alley.

Later, we were joined by Henrik and Bill, who
volunteer at the Neighborhood House. Kevin
from Kenya, who recently moved to Vancouver
from Toronto and Anthonia, a member of
Hogan’s Alley Working Group. Given Emma’s
interest in Hogan’s Alley, the conversation
veered to sharing stories on the future of
Hogan’s Alley.
Hogan’s Alley was a Black community
destroyed by the City of Vancouver through its
urban renewal policy in 1972. The policy was
sarcastically referred to as ‘negro removal’. It
targeted poor, Black inner-city neighborhoods,
which the city choked by neglecting to
maintain public infrastructure, denied
residents bank loans to upgrade their homes
and eventually moved in with bulldozers
to clean up what they considered blight
(affliction). In Vancouver, the construction of
the Dunsmuir and Georgia viaducts destroyed
part of Chinatown and displaced Black
residents who made up the majority of Hogan’s
Alley residents.
Hogan’s Alley was an immigrant enclave
close to the railway station where many Black
men worked as porters in the early twentieth

The Georgia Viaducts in present day where
Hogan’s Alley once stood.
For more information, please visit:
hogansalleytrust.ca

LAMA MUGABO

Anthonia, Kevin, Emma, Lama, Hendrik (Photo by Odo)

In 2015, the Vancouver City Council admitted
the viaducts were a bad planning idea and
voted to tear them down. Five councilors
voted in favor of the demolition against four
who opposed the viaducts removal. The
decision to tear down the viaducts presented
an opportunity for the revitalization of the
neighborhood Black British Columbians called
home. A group of us set up the Hogan’s Alley
Working Group and began planning ways this
block can be designed to house the rebirth of
Hogan’s Alley to include housing, businesses
and a cultural center.

CARNEGIE COMMUNITY ACTION PROJECT | 11:15 AM EVERY FRIDAY
The Carnegie Community Action Project (CCAP) is a project of the board of the Carnegie
Community Centre Association. CCAP works mostly on housing, income, and land use issues
in the Downtown Eastside (DTES) of Vancouver so that the area can remain a low income
friendly community. CCAP works with english speaking and Chinese speaking DTES residents in
speaking out on their own behalf for the changes they would like to see in their neighbourhood.
Join us on Fridays 11:15 am for our weekly volunteer meetings! Downtown Eastside residents who
want to work on getting better housing and incomes and stop gentrification are welcome to
attend. Lunch is provided!

CARNEGIE AFRICAN DESCENT GROUP | 11 AM EVERY 2ND TUESDAY
The Carnegie African Descent Group (CADG) is pleased to invite you to a bi-weekly lunch
gathering at the Downtown Eastside Neighborhood House. Come, cook, talk and enjoy African
dishes with us. The lunch will take place every Tuesdays, from 11:00 am till 1:30 pm. The group
has the same mandate as CCAP, but with particular focus on issues that Black and African
Descent community members experience. DTES community members who identify as
Black and or as of African Descent are welcome to the lunch. For more information, contact:
lmugabo75@gmail.com

唐人街關注組 | CHINATOWN CONCERN GROUP
－大多數是唐人街華裔居民
－加麗基社區中心協會屬下的其中一组
－我們看到華埠現在變化很快。華埠越來越不像華埠，而在華埠的華人社群將被邊緣化。所以我們組織一起，
透過開會、討論及行動來保護唐人街
－我們關心華埠的未來可負擔性及想見
更多低收入房屋及長者屋在唐人街
關注組組員領袖每週會開小組會來討論我們的項目、華埠消息和建立我們對社區事件的分析。我們歡迎有意參
與關注組的人士來一齊參與這些小組會。詳情請聯絡我們。小組會主要用廣東話舉行，有時候會用普通話翻
譯。 chinatownconcerngroup@gmail.com | chinatownconcerngroup.wordpress.com
加麗基社區中心 – 401 緬街 『緬街圖書館』二樓，溫哥華 ，卑詩省， V6A 2T7 加拿大

CONTACT US:
Office: 2nd floor of the Carnegie,
401 Main Street, Vancouver
Phone: 604-665-2105
Email: info@carnegieaction.org
Website: www.carnegieaction.org

0

Thank you to Vancity for supporting CCAP’s work. Support for this project does not
necessarily imply that funders endorse the findings or contents of this report.

