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REST IN POWER



TRACEY MORRISON

REST IN POWER
Tracey Morrison, beloved DTES community 
member, President of Western Aboriginal Harm 
Reduction Society, super bannock maker and hug 
giver died last month. She said she went from 
being a mouse to being a mouth when she was 
on the Local Area Planning Committee. Was she 
ever a mouth-- working for harm reduction, to end 
stigma against drug users, educating folks in the 
medical profession how to be respectful of users, 
getting about 10 hugs per block as she walked 
the streets of the DTES, the community she loved, 
saving life after life.  Tracey was really good at 
challenging racists and people who discriminate 
and stereotype people because they are poor, or 
drug users.

Why is it that governments don’t end 
homelessness when they know homeless people 
have half the life expectancy as others?

Why don’t they end the opiod crisis when they see 
hundreds of people dying?

Because somewhere there’s something in those 
brains that’s saying , it’s ok for certain people to die 
because they are indigenous. or they are poor or 
they are homeless or they are drug users.  They are 
lesser; they aren’t human.

Tracey was all about challenging that crap. She 
always introduced herself as an indigenous woman 
, a poor woman and a drug user.  

“For me the Creator is the only one who can judge 
us and he loves each and every one of us. Not to be 
ashamed or guilty is part of healing and wellness.”

“We’re a person, not the addiction,” said Tracey.

 “I believe that the War on the Poor has a lot to do 
about this,” she wrote. “The laws need to change … 

Stop the drug war, stop the war on the poor and 
… work together and help our people who are the 
most criminalized, stigmatized, and marginalized.”

Again, she wrote, “My hopes are that developers 
don’t crush us and that we fight strong and push 
them out. I think issues like social housing and 
raising the welfare rates are the main ones that we 
need to concentrate on. I think it would solve the 
problem of homelessness.” 

“I will always fight for social housing and raising 
the rates,” said Tracey.  “That’s my future here in 
the DTES. It’s to make it a better and stronger 
community. I think it’s already a strong community 
and a great one but I want to make it a better one 
and that’s my story and I’m sticking to it.”   

Tracey worked really hard on the local area 
planning committee  and afterwards to get an 
Aboriginal Healing and Wellness Centre in the 
DTES.  The city needs to make Tracey’s dream a 
reality and name it after her.

She wasn’t all politics.  She was a spark.  a hug, a 
smile, a chuckle.  

“Nothing about us without us. We are the experts 
that have the lived experience. We should be the 
ones that help change policy in health care,” said 
Tracey.

Tracey, we hope your completely unneccessary 
death  can be a kick in the butt of all the powers 
that be to deal with the social issues that are killing 
people, homelessness, and the war on drug users, 
and we promise to continue your work.

JEAN SWANSON



On July 16, 2017, Chinatown Concern Group 
(CCG) and Chinatown Action Group (CAG) 
launched an better vision for Chinatown called 
the ‘People’s Vision.’ The vision document is 
a response to failed City policies, such as the 
Chinatown Economic Revitalization Action 
Plan (CRAP), that continue to gentrify the 
neighbourhood and displace low-income 
residents.

In September, Vancouver City Council will 
consider the CRAP, a new zoning plan for 
Chinatown that will let developers build 
more expensive condos up to 90 feet tall 
in Chinatown without including any social 
housing. If it passes, more gentrifying projects 
like 105 Keefer will take over Chinatown and 
inevitably raise rents and the cost of living for 
low-income residents.

Instead, the community is proposing the 
People’s Vision for Chinatown, a strategy for 
the social and economic development of the 
community. From 2015 to 2017, 500 Chinatown 
residents, businesses, and community 
members shared their vision of the community 
through surveys, interviews, and facilitated “tea 
time” discussions. The top issues community 
members are concerned with are: increased 
cost of living, unaffordable housing, social 
isolation, safety, political marginalization, and 
racism.

The People’s Vision proposes bold solutions to 
tackle these issues. For example, they would 
like to see new, purpose built rental housing for 
working-class families and independent seniors.
The two organizations have created a petition 
calling on City Council to cut the CRAP, put 
a pause on new market-rate developments 
in Chinatown until the number of social 
housing units match, and ensure 50% of all 
new residential housing to be social housing at 
welfare and pension rates. Sign the petition at 
you.leadnow.ca/petitions/cut-the-crap

Chinatown Action Group is a collective of 
people of Chinese descent fighting for social 
justice in Chinatown and building a progressive 
left voice within the Chinese community.

Chinatown Concern Group is an organization 
of Chinese residents in Chinatown and the 
Downtown Eastside working to address 
neighbourhood issues. CCG is supported by the 
Carnegie Community Centre Association.

ANGERED BY THE CITY ’S  FAILED GENTRIFICATION
POLICIES AND 105 KEEFER, RESIDENTS TAKE ACTION

RESIDENTS L AUNCH BOLD 
NEW VISION FOR CHINATOWN
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WELFARE RATES TO GO UP BY $100 ON SEPT. 20
The Sept. 20 welfare cheque should go up by $100 to $710 maximum, a $100 increase from $610 
where it has been frozen for over a decade.  Disability should also go up $100 to $1133 maximum.  
The $100 increase will be put on the support part of welfare and disability.  

Watch out for landlords wanting to increase rents if they know that welfare has gone up.  If anyone 
gets a rent increase because of this, come to the Carnegie Action Project office on the second floor 
of Carnegie.  Rent increases can only happen once a year and you have to have 3 months notice on 
a proper form. 

CITY TALKING ABOUT MORE MODULAR HOUSING

The City of Vancouver wants to build 600 modular housing units a year for three years and 12,000 
social housing units over ten years.  But it doesn’t know where it will get the money for the modular 
units and doesn’t say how many of the 12,000 units will be for low income people.  That’s the result 
of a briefing from City staff to City Council on July 26.  

Modular housing is like the development at Main and Terminal where people have 250 sq. ft. units 
with their own bathroom and a two burner stove and tiny fridge.  But at least they have a door to 
lock and a cozy bed.  And they can be built in 6 months instead of 2-3 years or more for a regular 
social housing building, and cost a lot less. 

While the city didn’t say what income range the social housing they want built will have, they did 
note that BC Housing income limits for social housing are $99,000 a year.  With most homeless 
people having about $8500 a year, they would be out of luck.

“I like the idea of modular housing,” said Lama Mugabo of CCAP, “but I don’t know why they limited 
it to 600 units.  The need is greater and will go up.”   

Vancouver’s first modular housing on Main and Terminal opened February 2017.
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THREE STRIKES AND YOU’RE OUT
Michael is a downtown eastside resident. He 
has lived in this neighborhood for several years, 
as a homeless and low-income resident. About 
five years ago, he was successful in getting a BC 
Housing unit in Yaletown. 

DTES and Yaletown are distinctly different 
neighborhoods. The first is a low-income resident 
considered to be the poorest postal code in 
Canada. Residents who have lived there for 
years are facing massive displacement through 
gentrification. Their single room occupancy 
hotels are sold to developers who renovate them 
and hike up the rents to the point that they 
are unable to pay $800 a month when welfare 
shelter allocation is only $375. 

After Expo 86, Yaletown was transformed 
from an industrial to a high density residential 
neighborhood with some of the most expensive 
condos in Vancouver.  

Michael appreciated the opportunity to live in 
a clean bachelor suite in Yaletown, away from 
the noise and the hassles of skid row. He wanted 
to use this opportunity as a stepping stone to a 
healthier life. He loved to write and plunged into 
developing scripts for the theater.
 
However, sooner after Michael moved into the 
building, he quickly realized he was in a wrong 
neighborhood. “People were stuck-up”. “They 
never looked you in the eye, rarely said hello. 
Their body language seemed to say to me: “We 
have nothing in common.”  
 
To build rapport with the building manager he 
used to have small talk conversations. At times, 
he felt that the manager understood him. But 
it didn’t take long for things to took a different 
turn.
 
“We lived in a mixed income building. Some 
of my neighbors were employed. They got up 
every day, put on their business suits and went 
to work. Then there was us, unemployed and 
on welfare. Most of us were trying to climb up 
from the abyss of mental health and other 
related challenges that homelessness piles up 
on your person.” We were struggling to make 
adjustments to fit in.  

Michael liked some aspects of the housing 
program. They made sure those of us who were 
not employed had enough food to eat. Seven 
Eleven brought in sandwiches and wraps they 
didn’t sell and made them available to us. 
Laundry was free and the rent was paid directly 
by the ministry of social services.  
 
The building had strict rules. Since most tenants 
were recovering alcoholics, it was forbidden to 
walk around with unconcealed alcohol. One day, 
I forgot and walked into the lobby with a can of 
beer in my hand. The manager reminded me 
about the rule and asked if I could put it away. 
That was strike number one. 
 
Next, a friend asked me to safe keep his clothes 
for a few days in my apartment. I agreed. Little 
did I know that his clothes had bed bugs. A few 
days the unwelcome visitors had multiplied that 
I had to report it to the manager. Strike #2. I was 
accused of infesting the building with bed bugs. 
 
Every tenant was given a fob. The plastic card 
was used it to open our apartments door and 
activate the elevator. We were not allowed to go 
to other floors. One evening, I came home tired 
and forgot to get off my floor. Instead of getting 
off at the sixth floor, I found myself on the 
eighth floor. I tried to open the door and the fob 
wouldn’t work. After several attempts, I realized 
that I was on the wrong floor. 

Meanwhile, the tenant looked through the peep 
hole and called the manager. He was petrified 
to see a black man outside his door trying to get 
into his apartment, he assumed I was a robber. 
 
When the manager heard the accusation of 
attempted robbery. He was done with me. The 
fob was the straw that broke the camel’s back. It 
was strike number three and I was kicked out. 

I tried to plead with the manager, explained to 
him that it was an innocent oversite on my part. 
He wouldn’t listen and completely turned on 
me. I walked away, back to skid row, unable to 
make sense of what had just happened to me in 
the previous six months.
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WHAT ABOUT LOW-INCOME & HOMELESS LGBT?
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Pride events are quickly selling out, cafés are offering rainbow sprinkles lattes, and retail stores are displaying 
feather boas and Pride themed clothing in their windows – Pride season is here. But as celebrations take off, 
low-income and homeless LGBTQ folk continue to be systematically erased. 

In Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside (DTES) and Chinatown, many LGBTQ residents currently survive on social 
assistance of $610 and pay the average Single Room Occupancy unit (SRO) rent of $548, leaving them with 
$62 a month, or about $2 a day left for basic necessities. And although welfare rates will be going up by $100 
in September, it is still not nearly enough for people to survive.

John, a gay First Nations man living at Sugar Mountain Tent City, is calling for more support for low-income 
and homeless LGBTQ.

“People have to choose between having food or shelter when we need both to survive,” says John. “Pride is a 
celebration of life and who we are but there’s also people who are low-income, on welfare, and homeless. We 
exist. We are here.” 

Yet, many spaces, events, and celebrations, which mostly cater to middle and upper-class gay white men, are 
not accessible for low-income and homeless LGBTQ. 

Some spaces that place a rainbow flag in their window are in fact zones of exclusion for low-income 
and homeless LGBTQ. Zones of exclusion are sites marked by increased surveillance and policing where 
only those with status, privilege, and wealth are welcome while poor marginalized individuals, who are 
disproportionately Indigenous and people of colour, are criminalized. 

Cover fees are often much too expensive for entrance to most Pride parties. And even when Pride events are 
free, such as the Vancouver Pride Parade, the increased policing and militarization of these events make it an 
unsafe space for poor, low-income, and LGBTQ folk of colour. 

Black Lives Matter Vancouver is calling on the Vancouver Police Department to step down from marching in 
the Pride Parade given the longstanding history of violence against Black, Indigenous, and people of colour 
committed by police. Black Lives Matter also points out that Pride began as a protest against policing of 
LGBT folk, led by transgender women of colour. 

John identifies with Black Lives Matter Vancouver’s demands. “I don’t feel safe at a Pride event with police 
marching. They say police officers are supposed to keep the peace but I’ve had my ribs kicked in. We don’t 
need cops in Pride. We need higher welfare rates. We need housing.” 

Black Lives Matter March on Pride event on Davie Street Vancouver, June 25, 2017.



Thank you to Vancity for supporting CCAP’s work. Support for this project does not 
necessarily imply that funders endorse the findings or contents of this report.
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CARNEGIE COMMUNITY ACTION PROJECT | 11:15 AM EVERY FRIDAY

The Carnegie Community Action Project (CCAP) is a project of the board of the Carnegie 
Community Centre Association. CCAP works mostly on housing, income, and land use issues 
in the Downtown Eastside (DTES) of Vancouver so that the area can remain a low income 
friendly community. CCAP works with english speaking and Chinese speaking DTES residents in 
speaking out on their own behalf for the changes they would like to see in their neighbourhood. 

Join us on Fridays 11:15 am for our weekly volunteer meetings! Downtown Eastside residents who 
want to work on getting better housing and incomes and stop gentrification are welcome to 
attend. Lunch is provided! 

CARNEGIE AFRICAN DESCENT GROUP | 11 AM EVERY 2ND TUESDAY

The Carnegie African Descent Group (CADG) is pleased to invite you to a bi-weekly lunch 
gathering at the Downtown Eastside Neighborhood House. Come, cook, talk and enjoy African 
dishes with us. The lunch will take place every Tuesdays, from 11:00 am till 1:30 pm. The group 
has the same mandate as CCAP, but with particular focus on issues that Black and African 
Descent community members experience. DTES community members who identify as 
Black and or as of African Descent are welcome to the lunch. For more information, contact: 
lmugabo75@gmail.com

Office: 2nd floor of the Carnegie, 
401 Main Street, Vancouver 
Phone: 604-665-2105 
Email: info@carnegieaction.org
Website: www.carnegieaction.org

CONTACT US:

唐人街關注組 | CHINATOWN CONCERN GROUP 

－大多數是唐人街華裔居民
－加麗基社區中心協會屬下的其中一组
－我們看到華埠現在變化很快。華埠越來越不像華埠，而在華埠的華人社群將被邊緣化。所以我們組織一起，
透過開會、討論及行動來保護唐人街
－我們關心華埠的未來可負擔性及想見
更多低收入房屋及長者屋在唐人街
關注組組員領袖每週會開小組會來討論我們的項目、華埠消息和建立我們對社區事件的分析。我們歡迎有意參
與關注組的人士來一齊參與這些小組會。詳情請聯絡我們。小組會主要用廣東話舉行，有時候會用普通話翻
譯。 chinatownconcerngroup@gmail.com | chinatownconcerngroup.wordpress.com
加麗基社區中心 – 401 緬街 『緬街圖書館』二樓，溫哥華 ，卑詩省， V6A 2T7 加拿大


