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July 9th was an important day for housing justice in Vancouver. In the
Downtown Eastside, a tent city was erected at 58 W Hastings that is
still going strong. In Metrotown, a empty rental building, soon-to-bedemolished, was occupied in protest against the mass demolition of
affordable housing in the area. The occupation lasted 12 days and was
eventually shut down on July 20th.

58 W. Hastings Tent City exposes the everyday
crisis of homelessness in Vancouver

Vancouver’s Tent City has gotten a lot of
attention from the media, and recently
from City Hall. It all began on July 9th with
the Housing Justice Day of Action. The
Housing Justice March was attended by
approximately 250 people, ending at 58
West Hastings. As community members
gave speeches, and volunteers prepared
for the community feast, organizers announced a new tent city would be set up
on the site. The tent city grew, slowly at
first, but soon reaching capacity at about
80 tents.
The tent city – one part direct-action and
one part emergency survival – is a critical response to a homeless count and
homeless deaths that continue to grow
as Gregor Robertson’s expired promise
of ending the homelessness crisis fades

into the distance. Homeless people come
to the tent city out of necessity - fleeing
the daily harassment of cops and security
- but also because of the community, support and safety that exists at the site.
Tent cities also makes the everyday crisis
of homelessness visible. In the words of
tent city organizer, Samona “When we’re
all together, people can drive by and say
“Holy! Look!” But when we’re spread out
through the alleys and the parks we’re not
visible to the public. They see people one
at a time and it doesn’t add up the same
as when they see us all together. Gregor
sees it as bad for Vancouver’s image but
I think it’s great. We need to show the
world what happens to us every day.”
On July 12, representatives of the Tent

City and other community groups went
to City Hall, to present their demands
and speak with the Mayor himself. After
being blocked from attending City Council, and being kept waiting all day, the
Mayor eventually met with the delegation
of residents. The delegation asked the
Mayor to meet the Our Homes Can’t Wait
campaign demands: ten new buildings of
social housing in the Downtown Eastside,
measures to improve SRO hotels and rent
control.
Residents also questioned the City’s new
definition of social housing, which excludes people on welfare, emphasizing

that social housing must rent for the
welfare/shelter rate of $375 per person
if the City wants to end homelessness.
VANDU members also spoke to the importance of funding housing, instead of
increasing the policing budget.
The Mayor has committed to meeting
with residents in the DTES, and will be
coming to Carnegie next week to meet
with residents of the Tent City and community members. So far he has refused
to provide bathrooms and washing facilities. “It’s because he doesn’t want us to
stay there,” Samona says. “But we’re not
going home and we’re not giving up.”

Battle of 58 West Hastings: The History of a Fight
for Housing, 2007–Present
In 2008, Gregor Robertson built his
successful mayoral campaign around the
tragic death of Darrel Mikasko, a homeless man who burned to death trying to
keep warm after being turned away from
a Kitsilano shelter. But while Gregor was
campaigning on a soon-broken promise,
low income people in the Downtown Eastside were actively fighting against a new
threat of displacement posed by Concord
Pacific – this time on a property down the
street from Woodward’s. The address was
58 W Hastings, evicted and demolished
(“demovicted”) by Concord Pacific that
same year.

For the past decade most people have
known 58 W Hastings as an empty lot,
with the recent exception of a community
garden managed by the Portland Hotel
Society. But the address across from Save
On Meats once housed music studios, a
popular pawn shop, and Field’s discount
store before being demolished in 2008 to
make way for a Concord Pacific’s condo project, titled “Greenwich” after the
neighbourhood in NYC.
DTES community residents and the CCAP
however were quick to mobilize against
the proposed plans for 58 W Hastings
Street.
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In 2008 the global financial crisis put a
pause on developments underway across
Vancouver, including Concord’s 154 units
of condos at 58 W Hastings. Before and
during the 2010 Winter Games, Olympics
planners (“VANOC”) arranged to use the
empty Hastings Street lot as a parking
space. But the community had different
plans, and by early February the pieces
were in place for a radical alternative at
58 W Hastings - an Olympic Tent village that would last throughout the Games.
Sympathy across the city surged, building
on the nearly 100 groups who endorsed
the opening of the Olympic Tent Village.
But since the erection of the very first
tent, the City of Vancouver exerted continued pressure to shut it down.

In late February the local government
escalated its opposition and issued an
official eviction notice. While the community was ultimately unable to stand up to
police repression, the tent city highlighted
the power of self-organized resistance
and pointed to the glaring contradictions
of the “world class” city.

only 15% of units will rent at shelter rate,
despite record high homeless counts and
an unprecedented loss of SRO rooms in
the Downtown Eastside. If these plans are
allowed to go through, the overall effect
– like Woodward’s – will be displacement
and a continued overall loss of affordable
housing.

In 2011, Vision Vancouver made a land
swap with Concord Pacific. In return for
relaxing inclusionary zoning bylaws, which
required Concord to build social housing
in False Creek, the City gained ownership
of the still vacant 58 W Hastings lot. Four
years later, in the summer of 2015, the
City announced 58 West as the home of
one of the Vancouver Affordable Housing
Agency’s (VAHA) seven sites of “affordable
housing.”

The lot at 58 W Hastings has been at the
heart of numerous campaigns since the
Olympic Tent Village, including the Downtown Eastside Neighborhood Council’s
“Ten Sites” campaign, and more recently
the Our Homes Can’t Wait campaign.

Yet, the preliminary plans indicate that

Now, almost ten years later, the battle
over 58 W Hastings continues. Homelessness and community resistance have now
culminated this month in a second tent
city at 58 West Hastings - may it live long!

Do we really want Guaranteed Annual Income?
Do you think that a Guaranteed Annual
Income, sometimes called a Basic Income, would be a good way of reducing
or ending poverty? Lots of low income
people do. But would it really help? The
answers are: it depends on the details
and the devil is in the details.
Some people in corporations, for example, want a Guaranteed Income so they
wouldn’t have to pay decent and living
wages. The Guaranteed Income could be
a top up of abysmally low wages.

Other folks want a Guaranteed income to
“consolidate” all the social programs. But
this could also mean, “to abolish” the social programs like social housing, old age
pension (which is about $1300 a month
now), even medicare.
A group in Kingston has come up with a
Basic Income “Charter” which outlines
some principles for a GAI that would really help reduce poverty:

“A successful national basic income
guarantee program will be: universally
available, subject to income level, regardless of work status; adequate to
meet needs for food, physical and mental
health, housing, clothing, transportation,
and internet/communication services;
provided directly to recipients, and used
at their discretion; provided in a manner
that is respectful and free of stigma and

oversight; a complementary part of a
broad social support system including affordable housing, child care, dental care,
pharmacare, and programs that assist
those with particular needs and vulnerabilities designed so that no one will be
worse off as a result.”
Right now the federal and Ontario governments are researching the idea. There is
some talk of Vancouver Council wanting
to work with the feds on a pilot program
here. But a key question is: will governments that have kept people in poverty
for so many decades, actually come up
with a plan that will end poverty?
Before we advocate for any kind of GAI,
we need to understand all the details of
what is being proposed, because it could
turn out to be more Guaranteed Poverty
with a different name.

Thank you to Vancity for supporting CCAP’s work. Support for
this project does not necessarily imply that funders endorse
the findings or contents of this newsletter.

Facts and Assumptions about federal and provincial housing budget:
•
•
•
•
•

Federal housing budget is $150 million for BC for 2 years;
Provincial housing budget is $50 million this year for whole province;
Vancouver gets 13% of the provincial and federal budget for BC because Vancouver has 13% of the BC population;
Each housing unit costs $200,000 on city-owned land;
Assuming all of the housing budget goes to building new social housing that
homeless people can afford.
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Provincial and Federal housing
budget would only house 3% of
homeless people in Vancouver, if
all of it was spent on bulding new
social housing
1847 people were counted as homeless in
Vancouver in 2016, of which 1100
became homeless in the past year.
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PROVINCIAL CONTRIBUTION | 33 UNITS
The province says it will spend $50 million
on social housing this year in BC. This could
build 33 units of social housing in
Vancouver this year.

FEDERAL CONTRIBUTION | 29 UNITS
250

The feds plan to spend about $75 million on
housing in B.C. this year, but about $30 million is already earmarked for renovations
etc. The remaining could build 29 units in
Vancouver.

Brave tenant wins another $1200 from slumlord
ening to Jack. Jack did everything by the
book, getting a witness, calling police,
etc. As a result he had all the paperwork
to win the case at the Residential Tenancy Branch.

“I hereby order...Parkash Sahota and
Triville enterprises o/a the Regent Hotel
to pay the Applicant, Jerald Gates, the
sum of $1200.00.”
That’s the order from L. Bell, an arbitrator at the Residential Tenancy Branch.
The decision happened because of a lot
of work by the SRO Collaborative and
Jack Gates who lives at the Regent Hotel.
Jack was trying to get the hotel to protect his right to “quiet enjoyment” of his
room at the Regent. But another tenant
was playing drums and music loudly,
disturbing Jack and the other tenants at
all hours of the day and night.
It turns out that the noisy tenant also
worked for the landlord and was threat-

“I favored the Tenant’s submissions as
they were forthright, credible, consistent, and supported by witness testimony and a witness’s written submission,”
the arbitrator wrote in her decision. The
arbitrator also said that Jack can apply
for more money to compensate for
“loss of quiet enjoyment.”
Now the only problem will be collecting the money. Jack was also awarded
$1600 in a previous decision and had to
go to small claims court to try to get it
because the owner of the Regent Hotel
wouldn’t pay it. This means he will probably be headed to small claims court
again for the $1200.
“We have to make sure that all tenants
know what is happening and that the
door is open for them to take action like
I did”, said Jack. “Jesus Christ walked on
water and they say I’m walking on thin
ice in there. But I feel very safe. I may as
well be walking on rocks.”
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